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 Minutes of regular council meeting held at the Town  

Hall in Eastport at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
 

Attendance 
Councillors: Genevieve Squire, Bill Duffitt, Arthur Crisby, Kimberly Powell, Shannon Powell, 
Mary MacNab, Alan Holman 
 
Staff:  Beverly Hunter, Kelly Bull, Marvin Bull, Harvey Senior and Ches Crisby 
 
Gallery:  Mike Sinnicks (Delegate), Dave Decker, Gloria Babstock, Kathy Hodder, Arlene Ralph, 
Derek Ralph, Elvis Feltham, Jim Powell, Andy Handcock 
Amanda Handcock was scheduled as a delegate, but did not attend the meeting. 
 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00.   
 
Mayor Squire advised that all council meetings are public, but that anyone who wishes to 
address the  council must advise the Clerk/Manager by noon on Friday prior to the meeting.   
Mayor Squire then invited Delegate Mike Sinnicks to address the Council. 
 
Mr. Sinnicks had some concerns about the snow clearing contract for 2019-2020 and wondered 
aloud why only one contractor had submitted a bid.  The Mayor advised that a public tender 
had been issued, but only one bid had been received and that the Council has no way of 
knowing why contractors did not submit a bid.  The Delegate advised that he feels there is 
some turmoil in the community around the issue of awarding contracts.  The Mayor advised 
that the Council has not been made aware of this.   Mr. Sinnicks also feels that there is 
animosity between the town and contractors. 
 
Mr. Sinnicks questioned if the Town is saving money by purchasing sanding equipment and 
having town employees operate it.  The Mayor advised that the town is undoubtedly saving 
money by doing so.   
 
Mr. Sinnicks felt that the snow clearing on December 29 was unsatisfactory, but did 
acknowledge that since that time, the service has been excellent and he has no further 
complaints.  Mayor Squire, Deputy Mayor Duffitt and Councillor K. Powell all agreed that the 
snow clearing has been done well and that Council is pleased with the current contractor’s 
performance.  It was also mentioned that Neil Matchim, an employee of the contractor has 
done excellent work. 
 
Mr. Sinnicks also expressed displeasure that his property on Alkeith Drive is on a private road, 
and only has garbage collection and water (no sewer or snow clearing).   This property has 
always been a private road, and snow clearing has never been provided by the town, and sewer 
service does not extend that far on Main Street.  He also expressed displeasure that garbage 
collection is not available at his place of business (Sutreen Hardwoods).  The Town of Eastport 
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does not provide garbage collection to any commercial enterprises.  The place of business is 
outside of the area where water & sewer is provided.  
 
Mr. Sinnicks wanted to know when he could expect to see Penny’s Road paved.  The Mayor 
advised that the Town has applied for Municipal Capital Works Project funding to complete 
this.  If the funding is not granted through the provincial government, the Town has allocated 
funds in the 2020 budget to pave Penny’s Road.  The Town’s goal is to pave a road every year or 
every second year. 
 
At 7:30, the meeting carried on as per the agenda. 
 

MOTION:                 001-20 
Proposed by:          Art Crisby 
Seconded by:         Bill Duffitt 

Resolved that the agenda be adopted as presented. 

In favour – 7; Opposed – 0.  Abstained – 0.  Carried.   

 

MOTION:               002-20          
Proposed by         Mary MacNab 
Seconded by:       Shannon Powell 

Resolved that minutes from December 05, 2019 with the errors on pages 4 and 7 corrected.   

In favour – 7; Opposed – 0.  Abstained – 0.  Carried.   

  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Joint Maintenance Agreement between Happy Adventure, Salvage and Eastport 
 
Councillor Jim Powell from Happy Adventure and Town Clerk Beverly Hunter from Salvage were 
in attendance.  Parties from each municipality acknowledged that the agreement is working 
exceptionally well.  There are significant financial savings and having two workers eliminates 
the risk of employees working alone in hazardous conditions.  This agreement has allowed 
Salvage and Happy Adventure to have full time public works employees, which they never had 
in the past.  This agreement has given Salvage and Happy Adventure the ability to have work 
carried out as needed and in a timely manner without having to engage contractors.   
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FINANCE 

The quick stat report, December bank reconciliation and payroll were reviewed and found to be 
in order. 
 

MOTION:               003-20           
Proposed by:        Alan Holman 
Seconded by:       Mary MacNab 

Resolved that the following invoices be approved for payment as presented: 
Fire Dept Account - Cheque #’s 1524 – 1529: $3413.09 
General Account - Cheque #’s: 7941-7991 A/P $35,087.33; P/R - $11,258.15; G/L $4,750.00 
Total from General Account: $51,095.48 

In favour – 7; Opposed – 0.  Abstained – 0.  Carried.   

 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS  
 

MOTION:             004-20      
Proposed by:      Shannon Powell  
Seconded by:      Bill Duffitt 

Resolved that the following development application be approved as presented subject to 
the approval and recommendations of any and all applicable government departments 
and/or agencies: 
 

002-20 17 Tulk’s Road  Personal Saw Mill 
 

In favour – 7; Opposed – 0.  Abstained – 0.  Carried.   

 
An application was submitted to build a commercial garage on Main Street.  Councillor Crisby 
left the meeting at 7:35, citing a conflict of interest.  The Public Works Committee felt that 
more information was needed.  Town Clerk/Manager to contact the applicant.  Councillor 
Crisby returned to the meeting at 7:37. 
 
RECREATION REPORT 
 
The CEEP Project is progressing well.  Ches Crisby advised that the building was in worse shape 
than he had anticipated, and needed extensive repairs.  Installation of siding will be completed 
by January 16, 2020.  Electrical work has been  completed. 
 
It was agreed that the Public Works employees will bring the snowblower to the rink after each 
snowfall to clear the snow from the ice surface and walkways.   
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There is a newly formed committee on the peninsula that is hoping to establish a snowmobile 
access corridor through Terra Nova National Park.  Founding members of the committee are 
George Feltham, Matthew Matchim and Neil Heffern.  They would like to see representatives 
from local municipalities and the Road to the Beaches Tourism Committee sit on the 
committee. 
 
On Monday, January 13, there was a Community Engagement Session with Central Health at 
the Sandringham Community Centre.  Mayor Squire, Councillor K. Powell and Town 
Clerk/Manager K. Bull attended the session.  Councillor Powell advised that the feedback she 
received from participants was not favourable.  Most attendees had hoped to have a question 
and answer session, but it was conducted as a focus group or a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, Threats) analysis.  Central Health did acknowledge the concerns of residents and 
have indicated that they will take the results from the focus group back to the senior leadership 
at Central Health and the Department of Health & Community Services.  Mayor Squire noted 
that many people at the session felt that hiring nurse practitioners would help alleviate wait 
times and potentially solve some recruitment & retention issues.  It was also noted that doctors 
are currently doing blood draws, which could be done by nurses or nurse practitioners.  Mayor 
Squire also noted that the acoustics in the Sandringham Community Centre made it difficult for 
people who are hearing impaired to hear what was being said.   
 

MOTION:               005-20           
Proposed by:        Art Crisby  
Seconded by:       Bill Duffitt 

Resolved that the meeting adjourn at 8:00 PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 
12, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

In favour – 7; Opposed – 0.  Abstained – 2.  Carried.   

 

 
_______________________                                             ______________________________ 
Genevieve Squire, Mayor                                      Kelly Bull, Town Clerk/Manager 

 


